
The world’s best multi-sport school competition 
for Australian and international students.

The 2017 Pacific School Games Adelaide
is proudly supported by



We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for considering to be part of the 2017 Pacific School 
Games (PSG) in Adelaide, South Australia. The 2017 PSG will provide life changing experiences to all 
who attend with a great range of social, cultural, education and sporting experiences.

We have compiled the information on the following pages to assist you in your planning for your 
participation at the Games in 2017. Over the coming months, as preparation for the Games continues, 
we will provide you with all the material that you need to know via regular bulletins and updates at 
www.pacificschoolgames.edu.au. If there is anything you want to know that is not contained in this 
guide, remember that we are just an email or phone call away!

E: pacific.school.games@edumail.vic.gov.au 

M: +61 499 214 175

P: +61 8 8416 590

We are very excited to be working with you to stage one of the biggest sporting spectaculars ever 
experienced by school athletes and officials.
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Thursday 30, November to Sunday, 3 December 
The Accreditation Centre will be open from Thursday, 30 November 
through to Saturday, 9 December 

Friday, 1 December
Travel day

Saturday, 2 December
Training day

If teams indicate that they would like to conduct a pre-games training session and venue familiarisation 
session, School Sport Australia will secure, when and where possible, a training time at the actual sport venue. 
Please indicate your interest with your team registration.

Sunday, 3 to Saturday, 9 December 
The Games Village at the University of Adelaide (North Terrace, Adelaide) will be open 
and available for accreditation, tourism and transport advice as well as catering, 
interactive opportunities and entertainment each evening.

Sunday, 3 December 
Competitions begin and the Opening Ceremony will commence late afternoon/early evening.

It is anticipated that most sport competitions will start on the Sunday morning, prior to the Opening Ceremony 
taking place. Competition organisers will be sure to allocate sufficient time for athletes to travel to the Opening 
Ceremony venue in time for the opening. 

Monday, 4 to Friday, 8 December
Sport competitions continue through the week with a rest day and night (pending venue availability 
and competition size with a rest day allocated per sport throughout the week); Education 
excursions; Closing Ceremonies (each sport will hold its own closing ceremony).

Saturday, 9 December 
Finals and sport-specific Closing Ceremony mid-afternoon. 

Sunday, 10 December 
Teams depart or participate in tourist activities.

*Please note; this timeline may be subject to change and may vary 
from sport to sport.

32017 PACIFIC SCHOOL GAMES - INFORMATION GUIDE

Schedule2



The PSG team has selected high quality sports venues from across Adelaide and ensured they are as accessible as possible.

The Pacific School Games is a unique event. The sport rules have 
been developed so that they reflect the nature of this multi-sport 
event and the logistical challenges that come with that.  
We anticipate that the rules will be released in early 2017.

Given that the Pacific School Games is run by School Sport 
Australia, the rules are generally very similar in terms of team 
sizes and rules of play at www.schoolsport.edu.au.

The differences occur in terms of competition management 
and logistics. If you are keen to review the rules immediately, 
we suggest that you visit the School Sport Australia website 
www.schoolsport.edu.au and have a look at the rules there – 
excluding Goalball. They will not necessarily be exactly the 
same as the Pacific School Games rules but will be very 
similar thus provide a good guide until the new rules are 
published as soon as possible.
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Sports and Venues3

Sports Rules4

SPORT AGES VENUE SUBURB

Basketball 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls ARC Campbelltown Campbelltown

Diving 10 to 19 Years Boys and Girls SA Aquatic & Leisure Centre Oaklands Park

Football 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls; 16 Years and 
Under Boys; and 18 Years and Under Girls

Campbelltown City  
Football Club Campbelltown

Goalball 16 Years and Under Mixed TBC TBC

Golf 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls; and 17 Years and 
Under Boys and Girls

Various golf courses  
around Adelaide

Hockey 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls; and 16 Years and 
Under Boys and Girls

State Hockey Centre
Port Adelaide Hockey Club

Gepps Cross
Port Adelaide

Netball 12 Years and Under; and 15 Years and Under Girls Priceline Stadium Mile End

Softball 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls; and 17 Years and 
Under Boys and Girls Adelaide Shores West Beach

Swimming 10 to 19 Years Boys and Girls SA Aquatic & Leisure Centre Oaklands Park

Touch Football 12 Years and Under Boys and Girls; and 15 Years and 
Under Boys and Girls Park 24 Adelaide

Track & Field 10 to 12 Years Boys and Girls (10 – 19 Years for inter-
national students only) SA Athletics Stadium Mile End
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Registration6

Accreditation5
Each athlete participating in the Pacific School Games will be required to pay an athlete accreditation levy of A$500 per 
participant. This levy covers the following:

All international competitors will be required to pay a deposit of A$50 per athlete and then the remaining A$450 as a 
separate payment via the registration link at www.pacificschoolgames.edu.au. Please see the dates below. The A$50 
deposit will ensure that your place in specified event is held. 

20 March, 2017 A$50 Deposit 

5 June, 2017 A$450 Final Payment

Athlete and officials registration, to gain their accreditation, will be available at www.pacificschoolgames.edu.au from 
early March 2017. During the registration process details required will include specifics such as dietary requirements, 
emergency contact details, any special requirements and a brief profile for media use during the games. As part of 
registration process, athletes will also be required to provide a photo that will be used as their identification on their 
accreditation pass during the Games. Some swimming and athletic events may also require proof of achieving a pre-
qualifying benchmark. These details will be provided prior to registration opening.

•  Competition entry 
•  Event pass
•  Officiating
•  Opening Ceremony
•  Entry to Games Village
•  Access to all sports venues

•  Medals and awards
•  Presentation ceremony
•  Welcome pack
•  Airport/accommodation transfers, PSG shuttle buses and public transport 
•  Registration and Accreditation
•  Sponsor offerings and discounts

Accommodation7
Accommodation can be arranged through our program partner Rising Stars Management Group (RSMG). We ask that the 
Head of Delegation contact RSMG via the details below to discuss their accommodation requirements.

P:  +61 2 8824 7000    |    Fax:  +61 2 8824 7766    |    E:  psg@risingstars.com.au
The Pacific School Games will run on a preferred model where athletes are accommodated according to their sport. Teams 
will be staying within walking distance to their sporting venue or on a direct public transport route to their venue. This will 
ensure seamless transitions for athlete arrival at the venues and negate any issues around public parking availability. The 
exception for this is golf as due to changing venues each day transport will be made available to athletes and officials from 
the designated Golf accommodation. The cost of this transport is included in the registration.

It is not a requirement that delegations book their accommodation through RSMG, however, the Pacific School Games 
Management Team, in conjunction with RSMG has spent a lot of time researching and searching for the most efficient, easy 
and cost effective options for your stay in Adelaide and participation in the Games. The team at RSMG have done all the leg 
work for you, they understand the needs of the athletes and are experienced in providing services for school sporting events. 

When you are ready to proceed with booking your accommodation, please contact RSMG, who will meet all your needs. 

*Accommodation is not included in your athlete accreditation payment and will be an additional cost. As a guide you can 
expect to pay from A$60 per person per night (not including meals).



There are a variety of catering options available to individuals and teams. A PSG staff member will work with Heads of 
Delegation from the date of team registration to ensure all catering and ordering options are known and easily accessible. 
Families visiting for PSG will be able to access relevant catering information through the Games App and website.

To help ensure we provide the best possible service special dietary requirements will be catered for and we will ask you to 
highlight any requirements as we progress with your team entry. If you have any specific cultural or religious requirements 
during your stay, you will also be asked to provide some details, if you wish to do so. 

Breakfast 
If you wish to have breakfast arranged for you at your accommodation and it is a service offered by the accommodation this 
should be arranged through RSMG while booking your accommodation.

Lunch
Lunches and dinners where night competition occurs will be available at each sports venue but must be ordered a week 
prior commencement of the competition. Forms will be made available to each team prior to their arrival in Adelaide. 
Each sports venue will also have canteen facilities where individuals can purchase food and drink however pre booking will 
ensure your team can be catered for in a timely manner.

Dinner 
There will be a number of options available for dinner. 

a.  The Games Village will be located centrally and offer a variety of meal options as well as great entertainment. Teams 
attending the Village will have the option to pre order meals, this will ensure they are provided in a timely manner. 
Individuals will also be able to purchase meals and drinks at the Village. It is expected that all teams will have at least 
one evening at the Games Village

b.  PSG will negotiate a number of good value meals at a range of restaurants around sports venues and team 
accommodation. These meals will be available to those people who hold PSG accreditation. The type of food/drink, price 
and location of restaurant will be advised through the Games App and website and will in most cases require a booking.

c.  Teams wishing to have a dinner at their accommodation, if available, can request this through RSMG.
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Catering8

Education Tour

Each accredited athlete will attend an education tour as part of their PSG experience. 
Where the education tour takes place over a lunch period there will be an option for 
participants to pre order a lunch and there will also be opportunities made available 
during the tour to purchase food and drink.

Opening Ceremony
There will be some simple catering available for spectators at the Opening Ceremony 
and all athletes will be provided with drinking water. The Ceremony will require 
attendance for about 3 hours and will be finished in time for teams to disperse 
for dinner.

*Catering is not included in your athlete accreditation payment and will be an additional cost.

As a guide you can expect to pay:

•  Breakfast from A$7 per person per day

•  Lunch from A$12 per person per day

•  Dinner from A$15 per person per day



Designated officials will receive complimentary accreditation when team registration is completed. Officials  
must also register online. Accreditation will provide complimentary access to all sporting venues, Games Village, 
the Opening Ceremony and free public transport. A limited number of officials from each team will be provided 
complementary passes to the two official sports dinners and official welcome to South Australia. Allocation of 
passes to these official functions will be negotiated between School Sport Australia and the Head of Delegation.

Families are encouraged to come along and support their children. You will nd many great touring options in and around Adelaide 
and South Australia before, during and after the Games. Some of the options are detailed in www.shortbreaksaustralia.com.au/. 
The PSG website and Games App will also be regularly updated with a number of reliable tour options and operators.

Families are able to purchase accreditation that will allow them access into all venues every day or just specific venues each 
day. Purchase of the full event accreditation will also allow families to access the spectacular Opening Ceremony, Games Village 
and free public transport around Adelaide throughout the event. There will be more details on the entertainment and interactive 
opportunities available at the Games Village as PSG approaches. Full details on supporter/family accreditation will be available on 
the PSG website shortly. 

A comprehensive transport plan is in place for athlete and officials once you arrive in Adelaide. More details on each of the 
opportunities will be provided closer to the Games.

Accredited athletes and officials have their transfers from and to the airport to their accommodation included in the 
accreditation as long as they travel as part of a team. Where families wish to obtain transfers this can be arranged with prior 
notice but may be at a small fee depending on availability of transport. 

All accredited athletes, officials and supporters will be able to access the entire public transport (Adelaide Metro) throughout 
the Games at no cost. This includes access to buses, trams and trains. To access the free transport you will need to show 
your accreditation pass to the driver when you board. The Pacific School Games management team has a dedicated Transport 
Officer who is working with Adelaide Metro and will identify the need for additional routes or services and ensure that the 
system meets the needs of the Games and everybody involved. A contact number will be provided for the Transport Officer 
closer to the start of the Games and they will be available at the Accreditation Centre. 

General information and timetables for public transport in Adelaide can be found at www.adelaidemetro.com.au 
For planning specific trips please visit www.adelaidemetro.com.au/planner/. Families planning accommodation should give 
consideration to how you will get to particular sport or venue such as the Games Village and Opening Ceremony. You should 
contact RSMG or Games organisers for information on the most suitable accommodation for your needs while at PSG. You will 
still have free access to public transport with your accreditation pass, no matter which accommodation option you choose. 

To assist accredited athletes, officials and supporters there will be a free shuttle bus running every 10 minutes between the 
Games Village, Touch Football, Netball and Track & Field each day of the Games.

As golf course locations vary each day. Golfers and officials staying in the designated Golf accommodation zone at North 
Adelaide will have collection and return service each day.

There will be a regular shuttle service between the two hockey venues.

All other venues are well serviced by public transport options and details on the frequency and types of services can be found at 
the Metro Adelaide website.
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Visas
Under Australia’s universal visa system all visitors to Australia, must have a valid visa to travel to and enter Australia. 
There are exceptions for some New Zealand passport holders and permanent residents of Norfolk Island.

New Zealand passport holders will normally be granted a Special Category visa on arrival, provided they meet health and 
character requirements; and permanent residents of Norfolk Island may be granted a Permanent Resident of Norfolk 
Island visa on arrival. New Zealand residents are able to gain further information on their Visa requirements on this link:

www.border.gov.au/about/corporate/information/fact-sheets/17nz

PSG is registered with International Event Coordinator Network (ICEN) to assist with the processing of VISAs. Once athletes 
and/or officials register and pay for their PSG accreditation PSG is able to provide a letter of invitation to assist in gaining a 
visa. Applications for visas are required a minimum of two months prior to the event but four months is ideal if there may 
be any issues raised. It is therefore recommended that visa applications are submitted no later than July 2017.

Please note: IECN assistance will NOT guarantee the granting of a visa. Visa applicants must demonstrate that they 
meet  all the legislative requirements for an Australian visa.

There are many visa options available to people wishing to visit Australia. The appropriate visa option will depend, amongst 
other things, on the person’s purpose for visiting Australia.

Please refer to the web site links below for information on the appropriate visa options for people who are travelling to 
Australia to participate in a sporting event.

For additional background relating to:

 •  Visas for people to come to Australia for tourism or business purposes, 
please see: /www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1

 •  Visas for people to come to Australia to undertake short-term, highly specialised work or to participate in non- 
ongoing cultural or social activities at the invitation of an Australian organisation, such as participating in the 
2017 PSG, should read the information on this link: www.border.gov.au/Trav/Visa-1/400-

The cost of the visa application at the time of preparing this bulletin is A$195.

Travel Insurance
We recommend that all attendees, athletes, officials and spectators who are travelling to the Games take out travel 
insurance to cover them against things that may impact them on their trip to Australia. Pacific School Games does not 
have a preferred travel insurance provider and it is up to each individual to source their own travel insurance. It is often 
best to organise this at the time of booking of your flights.  

Airlines into Adelaide
RSMG are able to assist you in organising your travel to Australia. 
There are a number of airlines that fly direct to Adelaide including:

 

If you prefer to fly with another international carrier that is not listed here, it may be an option to fly to Sydney or Melbourne 
first and take a domestic flight to Adelaide. Once you have made your flight bookings, please contact the PSG international 
team liaison officer at internationalpsg@edumail.vic.gov.au. This will ensure we are there to greet you arrange your transfer 
to accommodation.
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•  Air New Zealand

•  Cathay Pacific

•  China Southern Airlines

•  Emirates

•  Jetstar International

•  Malaysia Airlines

•  Qatar Airlines

•  Singapore Airlines

•  Virgin Australia



The weather in Adelaide in December can be mild to very hot. The average maximum temperature this time of year is 27.2 
degrees Celsius. The average minimum temperature is 15.6 degrees Celsius. Average rainfall for the month is 29.7mm.

Every aspect of the Games will be planned with both heat and wet weather policies in place should extreme weather be 
experienced. Please see the link below for more information on Adelaide’s weather in December;

www.bom.gov.au/sa/forecasts/adelaide.shtml 
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We have been fortunate to again secure the prestigious University of Adelaide City Campus situated in the heart of the City 
on North Terrace as a Central Hub for the Games. The Games Village will be a great meeting place throughout the duration 
of the Games, as well as an information centre and pick up point for all aspects of the Games during the day and great 
social gathering point in the evenings. 

There are nice tree covered grass areas, food and beverage retailers and computer access on site. The Games Village will 
serve a number of purposes throughout the Games including:

Information and Media
Throughout the day the Games Village will be a place where visitors can buy or replace their accreditation, obtain 
information on PSG & transport as well as being the central hub for media accreditation and updates including live 
streaming of events on the big screen.

Catering & Entertainment
In the evenings the Village will offer a range of interactive entertainment for all PSG accredited athletes, officials and 
spectators. This will include opportunities for athletes to star on stage not just on the sporting fields.

Education Excursions
The majority of education excursions will commence at the Games Village and indeed some will be within the University of 
Adelaide grounds where there will be a number of notable presenters and interactive opportunities.

Team Meetings
The University of Adelaide has a range of different sized meeting areas that will be accessible when booked in advance for 
the conduct of team meetings. 

Teams are responsible for their own uniform for the Pacific School Games as uniforms will not be provided for the athletes. 
We suggest that countries and states wear uniforms which represent the colours of their nation or state. The Pacific School 
Games logo is available for teams that wish to use the logo on their uniforms. 

With regards to sporting equipment teams should bring individual equipment such as hockey sticks, softball gloves and 
bats, golf clubs and balls. Match and warm up balls, excluding for golf, will be provided.

Games Village14

Weather13
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Live Streaming
It is anticipated that the Pacific School Games will be live streaming a number of aspects of the Games such as the 
Opening Ceremony and at least two sports each day. Relatives and friends of athletes will be able to log in through the 
Pacific School Games website and catch up on all of the action. Stay tuned for more details as we get closer to the Games! 

Live Results
Each event will have live results displayed via the PSG website and Games App. This will 
give you up to date scores during Games and show you results at the commencement 
of Games. These results will include ladders and statistics. To download the Games 
App go to your Android or Apple store and get the PSG2017 App from March 2017.

Media
Throughout the nine days of competition there will be extensive media 
coverage by local television, print media and radio stations. For those 
who cannot make it to Adelaide and still want to follow the event, you will 
have access to coverage via online print media and digital radio 
stations. The Pacific School Games live streaming will also 
provide the opportunity to watch each sport on a specific day 
for those with access to internet and a computer or hand 
held device.

Social Media
Join in conversations about the Games by “Liking”  
us on Facebook and “following” us on Twitter  
and Instagram.
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Safety17
Adelaide is one of the safest cities in Australia but it is still important to think about your safety.

The Police
Police in Australia are friendly, helpful, have a duty to protect everyone and can always be safely approached. They are 
committed to promoting crime prevention and uphold Australia’s laws. They are also there to help you in difficult situations. 

Emergencies
In an emergency – where there is a danger to life or a crime is in progress – you can contact the police, fire department or 
ambulance by dialling 000 from any telephone. This is a free call in emergencies only.

 Beach Safety
Be careful when swimming in Australian waters. Some parts of the coast have powerful currents and tides. 
Shark attacks are rare but sometimes do occur. It is safest to swim at popular beaches. 
Areas marked by red and yellow flags are patrolled by surf life-savers. 



If you are sick or concerned you may have a health problem during 
your attendance at PSG you should visit a General Practitioner (GP) 
first. In Australia a General Practitioner is a doctor who works in offices 
in the community, not in hospitals. They treat colds and flu’s; general 
health issues such as diabetes; and minor injuries. 

You should only seek help in a hospital emergency room if you are in a life-
threatening situation and have a health emergency. If you go to a hospital emergency 
department and it is not an emergency, you could be asked to wait a long time (several 
hours) to be seen by a doctor. You will be seen once people who need emergency care are 
treated.

If you ARE in an emergency situation and you think you need an ambulance, phone triple zero (000) 
immediately.

The Pacific School Games will provide you with a list of General Practitioners, Hospitals and Sports Medicine 
Clinics in your area of play and accommodation.

Sun Safety
Visitors to Australia should note that December is the start of summer and all visitors should take appropriate precautions 
against getting sun burnt. For best protection, we recommend a combination of sun protection measures:

1. Slip on some sun-protective clothing that covers as much skin as possible.

2.  Slop on broad spectrum, water resistant SPF30+ (or higher) sunscreen. Put it on 20 minutes before you go outdoors 
and every two hours afterwards. Sunscreen should never be used to extend the time you spend in the sun.

3. Slap on a hat – broad brim or legionnaire style to protect your face, head, neck and ears.

4. Seek shade.

5. Slide on some sunglasses – make sure they meet Australian Standards.

First Aid 
First Aid services will be available at each sporting venue, as well as any official events held by 
the Pacific School Games. These services will cater for all of your basic first aid needs such 
as hard and soft tissue injuries, fracture and skin injury management, management and 
referral of sports injuries, control of external bleeding, moving of the injured athlete as 
well as CPR.  First Aid staff are not doctors and cannot diagnose or treat illnesses 
that you may experience while in Australia.
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There are a range of official functions that are part of the Games for participants and/or officials.

Opening Ceremony
All accredited athletes and officials are expected to attend the PSG 2017 Opening Ceremony along with the 10,000 
spectators. The spectacular ceremony will be held at the Main Arena of the Adelaide Showgrounds late in the afternoon 
of Sunday 3rd December. The ceremony will include an official welcome to country from the local aborigines as well 
as involving all the athletes in the celebrations as they march onto the Arena in their teams. Regular updates and 
opportunities for involvement will be provided in the lead up to the Opening Ceremony.

Welcome to South Australia and Adelaide
An official welcome for Heads of Delegation will be provided to invited guests from each delegation.

Sports Dinners
Two officials from each team will be invited to attend a complimentary entertaining dinner at the National Wine Centre. 
Tours of the Centre will be available prior to the dinner. More details will be provided closer to the event.

 Closing Ceremony
Each sport will host its own closing ceremony with all athletes expected to attend.

Adelaide is recognised as one of the lowest cost cities in Australia. More information on the cost of individual items can be 
found on this link: www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/city_result.jsp?country=Australia&city=Adelaide

To assist people in considering their attendance at PSG 2017 some costings have been provided throughout this document 
and a short summary is provided below. Minimum expenditure examples are:

Item Frequency Cost ($Australia)  
Travel to Adelaide  $ depends on city of origin

Visa one off $195 (overseas participants only)

PSG Accreditation one off $500

Accommodation per night per person $60 x 10 = $600

Catering

Breakfast per meal per person $8 x 10 = $80

Lunch per meal per person $12 x 10 = $120

Dinner per meal per person $15 x 10 = $150

Transport and the Education tour are included in the Accreditation fee.

*This is for example purpose only and each person should do their own research. Costings do not take into account any 
team uniforms, sporting equipment, PSG merchandise (which is optional), tours or incidental costs.
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